LAWYER CHARCES

AUTO SAPETY LAG

In Book, He Blames .‘Trafficé

-Safety Esfablishmeh_t‘

The fight to make the na-
- tion's highways safer for driv-
‘ers is being lost to the *traffic
safety establishment,” according
~to an adviser to the Senate sub-
committee that investigated
auto safety last summer. -

Ralph Nader, a Washington
lawyer, says that auto safety
takes a back seat to styling,
comfort, speed, power and the
desire of auto makexs to cut
~costs,

Behind these confqderatwns
Mr. ‘Nader charges, lie an ap-
proving array of industry-ori-
ented committees, associations,
foundations and councils that
are part of what he named the
“traffic safety establishment.”

Mr. Nader, a former consult-
ant to the Department of
Labor's Office of Policy Plan-
- ning and Research, says the
traffic safety establlchment “]
not a conspiracy.’

“As the only organized con-
stituency in traffic safely, one
- which represents the interests
- of the automotive and allied
industries, it has been more like
‘a great power with mno chal-
lengers,” he says. "By cham-
pioning driver satm\ and re-
sistance to Federal ‘encroach-
ment,’ and by providing tunds
to sound recipients, the e%t'{b-
lishment  has enlisted ~ the
support or understanding of
state and Jocal officials and of
volunteer groups and workers.”

- Mr. Nader states his case In

“Unsafe at Any Speed,” a book
bemg published today by Gross-
‘man Publishers, Inc., of New
York,

He identifies the leadmg mem-
bers of the establishment as the
- Detroit auto makers, AKkron’s
tire producers and such groups:
‘as the Nationa] Safety Council
‘and the American Automobzle
Association. |

- President’s Groul) the(l |

At the establishment’'s sum-
mit, he asserts, is an institution
“quite without parallel in the
history. of American govern-
~ment"” — the President's Com-
mittee for Traffic Safety. This
‘is a White House-directed group
wiose chief officers are pald
iy the President’'s Action Com-|
attee for Traffic Safety, a
tax-cxempt organization that
~ets most of its funds from the|

Automotive Safety Foundation!
1l tae Insurance Institute for
Hichwaey o Safety, Mr. Nader|
wrtes,

I rifect Mr. I\dder charges
thiat the PI_CkIdE‘nt s Committee
tor Tratfic Safety is little more
tlian & private-interest group
running a public agency that
~periks with the amhozm of Lthe!
Presulent, |

He also insists that the chief:
purpose of the traffic safety
c-tablishment as a whole 15 "o
¢ that the Federal Govern-
qenl stays out of traftie safety
41t that the entrenched view:
~f acctdents and injuries as be-
iy odue to driver behavior is
not. disturbed.” - '
- Comments like these appear
throughout the book and have
Caiready drawn a reaction in
“ome quarters receiving advance
copies,

The magazine . Sc1ence off1-
cial publication of the Americanj
“Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, said Mr. Nader|
went to “the heart of the public!
policy question" of -~ traffic
safety. - - |

“When a society that ean put
& man in orhit cannot guaran-:
ree his survival in a collision

at 200 miles per hour,” the mag-,
azine said, “then the cause Is:
more likely to be an underde-,
veloped public policy than an§
underdeveloped technology.”

Mr. Nader takes the view
that the traffic safety estah-
~lishment has done little to pro-
tect the public from auto Aac-
cidents, now the fourth leading
cause OF death in the United
States (after heart disease,
cancer and stroke). .

(.1lls Funds \I:ssp(‘nl

Comedmg that auto compa-‘
nies alone spend an estimated’
total of $0 million a year on
safety research, ~ Mr. Nader,

i

says most of it is mx%pent on*

‘programs “aimed at the driver
—at educating him, exhorting
him, watc}unﬂ' him, judging
hlm and pﬁmshing him.”

The establishment, Mr, Nader

concludes, “sees the basic prob-
lem of accident prevention in
the light of an existing system
that requires the driver to

judge and act perfectly without

fail . .. when all the first- rateg
accident research being done is.
producing mounting evidence
that the more that is known

about human behavior,  the

more the fundamental solutions,

will lie in the engineering of

the highway {ransport system

—and the vehicle 1% the basic.
‘unit of that system.”

Mr, Nader served last slim-
mer as an adviser to a Senate
subcommittee on executive re-

organization that convened to,

fnnd out what role, if any, the
Federal Government might play
~in auto safety. |
After extensive questlonmcr
‘of auto executives by the sub-
committee chairman, Senator
Ahraham A. Ribicoff, Democral
of Connecticut, and Senator
 Robhert F. Kennedy, Democrat
of New York., the panel made

nn  recommendation of policy

" changes. Instead, it urged the
auto industry itself to place
‘greater emphasis on safety.
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