HOMOSEXUAL GROUP
ASKS UNDERSTANDING

The public relations director
of the Homosexual League of
New York called yesterday for
public acceptance of homo-
sexuals as a legitimate minority
group.

The director, Randolfe Wick-
cr, addressed a group of 350
students at City College. His
appearance was sponsored by
the college’'s WBAI club, an
organization supporting the
WBAI-FM listener-financed ra-|
dio station.

“We are only interested in
cducating the public, not in con-
verting anyone to homosexual-
ity,” Mr. Wicker said, referring,
to the Mattachine Socicty,
which recently absorbed the
Homosexual League.”

The society, he said, is a le-
gally incorporated organization
that includes six psychologists
and psychiatrists among 1ts
members. It sponsors lectures
on homosexuality, aids in re-
search projects and provides em-
ployment, psychological and le-
gal referral services.

Acceptance of the homosexual
is a *‘‘question of education,” -he
said. *“Attitudes are changing.
and, vwith orzanizations such as
ours, the issue can  bhe ap-,
proached legitimately.” :

Mr., Wicker compared his or-!
canization's recruiting problems,
lo those of organizations repre-|
senting minority racial groups.:

“Most homosexuals hive fear-
fui, ghettoized lives,” he said.
*The homosexual’s biggoest prob-
lem is the lack of adequate com-
murnication with others.”

According to Mr. Wicker,
mattachine is an Italian word
used to refer to “court jesters of
the Middle Ages who always
told the truth despite great op-
position.”
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