‘inquiry was as to the prisoner.

ASSASSIN GZOLGOSZ IS
EXECUTED AT AUBURN

He Declared that He Felt No Re-
gret for His Crime. |

Autopsy Disclosed No, Mental Abnor-
malities—Body Buried in Acid in
the Prison Cemetery.

AUBURN, N. Y., OQOct. 20.—At 7:12:30
o’clock this morning, Leon Frans Czolgosz,
murderer of President William McKinley,
paid the extreme penalty exacted by the
law for his crime. He was shocked to

death by 1,700 volts of electricity. He went -

to the chair in exactly the same manner
as have the majority of murderers in this
State, showing no particular sign of fear,
but, in fact, doing what few of them have
done—talking to the witnesses while he was
being strapped in the chair. He said that
he was not sorry for having corimitted his
crime. ' .
Czolgosz Aetired last night at 10 o’'clock,
and slept so soundly that when Warden
Mead went to the cell shortly before 5
o’clock this morning, the guard inside had
to shake Czolgosz to awaken him. His sleep
was almost unbroken throughout the nIgh;,
and was restful and refreshing. He did not
break his sflence when he awoke, nor did
he show any indication of failing courage.
Superintendent Colling and Warden Mead
also arose at 4:43 o'clock, and their first
They
breakfasted early, and at’once set about
to perfect the final details of the eXecu-
tion. The prison-was exceedingly quiet dur-
ing the earlier hours, and a few newspaper
men who watched in front of the building
were long without company. A couple of
guards and city policemen watched the
streets surrounding the prison, but there
was nothing in the line of ‘duty for them
to do. -
Lights began showing in the main build-
ing of the prison group at 5 o'clock, and

within an hour the entire household was
astir for the new day. The night had been
clear, but cold, and the morning was bright,
but chilly.

When Czolgosz was awakened he made
no reply to the Warden's greeting of ‘“ Good
morning.’”” The prison official took from
his pocket the death warrant and read it
slowly and distinctly to the assassin, who
hardly raised his eyes durinﬁ the per-
functory ceremony. Just as the WwWarden
ste?ped away from the cell door, Czolgosz
called to him and said:

CZOLGOSZ WANTED TO TALK.
“ 71 would like to talk with the Superin-

. tendent.”

The Warden responded: “ He will be

- down presently.”

Then the condemned man rolled over on
his cot apparently anxious to.sleep again.
At 5:15, however, the guard brought to
him a pair of dark trousers with the left
leg slit so as to allow the free application

‘of the electrode, and a light gray outing

shirt. He was told to get up and put these
on, which he did.

Contrary to the usual custom, he was
iven a new pailr of shoes. When dressed
e lay down on the cot again, and in this
attitude Superintendent Collins found him
at 5:30, when he went down to visit him.
The Superintendent stood in front of the
steel bars, and when the guard had called

- Czolgosz's attention, he said:

«« T want to make a statement before you

| ki]ll me."” .

‘« What do you wish to say, Czolgosz?”
asked the Superintendent.

1 want to make it when there are a lot
of people present. I want them to hear
me,”” said the prisoner, B

saild the Supeérin-

‘“IWell, you cannot,”’
tendent.

‘“Then I won't talk at all,”” said the pris-
oner, sullenly.

After the Superintendent had left the
guards brought Czolgosz’s breakfast, con-
sisting of coffee, toast, eggs, and bacon,
and he ate with guite a good deal of relish.
While he was partaking of this the wit-
nesses were gathering in the office of War-
den Mead, and at 7 :08 o'clock the proces-
sion passed to fthe death chamber, going
through the long south corridor.

THE WITNESSES READY.

The preliminaries were exactly like those
0f every other execution. The witnesses
gathered in the office of the Warden, on
the second floor of the prison, at 6:45. The
jury that was present to return the formal
finding in his case was composed as fal-
lows: Foreman, John P. Jaeckel, Auburn;

Ashley W. Cole, Albany: H. H. Bender,
Albany: Charles R. Skinner, Albany;
George Waeston, Norwich, N. ~Y.; D. L

Ingalls, Westfield; H. O. Ely, Binghamton;
Charles R. Huntfey. Buffalo; Dr. W. .
Howe, Phelps, N. Y.; Dr. G. R. Trowbridge,
Buffalo, and John A. Sleicher, New_ York.
The physicians were Dr. Carlos ¥F. Mac-
Donald of New York and Dr. Gerin of Au-
burn. Other witnesses were: H, Bonesteel,
Troy; W. D. Wolfrf,- Rochester; C. F. Rat-
figan, Auburn: George R. Peck., Auburn,
N. Y.: W, N. Thayer, former Warden of
Dannemora Prison, who assisted Warden
Mead, and three newspaper correspondents,

.. The Rev. Cordello errick, Chaplain .of
the prison, was ready for any call that
might be made for his services. He was not

wanted by the prisoner, however, and sat
guietly in the rear of the chamber through-
out the execution. - _

At a few minutes before 7 the witnesses
were told to quietly follow the Warden
and State Superintendent of Prisons, and
after walking through the long corridor,
took their places silently beside the death
chair in the execution room. 'The iron door
leading to the condemned cells was closed,
but behing it the Warden’s assistants were
preparing Czolgosz for death.

The chamber in which the murderer of
President McKinley was executed was not
the same in which the first executicn took
lace, It is in 2 comparatively new huild~
ng, strikingly elaborate in comparison
with the very old prison structures about
it.” The building is of gray stone, and is
situated about half way down the prison
vard on the left hand, or south side. En-
trance to it is possi'ble elither from the
prison vard, or from the malin south corri-
dor, and the execution room proper may be
enltlered without passing the condemned
cells. )

From the time of his entry into the death
house, Czolgosz was confined in the cell
nearest to the death chamber, so that when
he entered the execution room this morn-
ing he had only to step a few feet through
the stone arch, and as the great iron door
swung behind him he was beside the electric
chair. Th2 execution room had seats for
the witnesses, and was lighted with several
windows placed high In the walls. In one
corner of the room was the closet in which
the kevboard was situated, and in which
Flectrician Davis stood when he switched
the current on. :

ELECTRICAL PREPARATIONS.

In the chamber Electriclan Davis and
Former Warden Thayer of Dannemora had
arranged the chair test, placing a bank of
twenty-two incandescent iights across the
srms and connecting the electric wires at
either end. The witnesses were ordered

seated, and then Warden Mead briefly ad-
dressell them, saying:

** You are here to witness the legal death
of Leon k. Czolgosz. I desire that you keep
your seats and preserve absolute silence in
the death chamber no matter what may
transpire. There are rlenty of guards and
rrison officials to preserve order and at-
tend to the proper details.” -

The prison physician, Dr. Gerin, and Dr.
Carlos ¥. MacDonald of New York toock a
position to the left of the chair. Warden
Mead stood directly in front and Electrician
Davis retired to the little room containing
the electrical switchboard. Thayer gave
the signal and the current was turned
through the electric lights, flooding' the
chamber with brilliant light, and dramat-
{fcally showing the power that was to be
used to kill e prisoner. An assistant, in
the meantime, Wput the two electrodes,
which were lined with sponge, into pails ¢f
salt water, so as to get them wet enouih-
to prevent the current from burningt the
victim's flesh.

Warden Mead gave the si 1 to have the
prisoner brought in at 7:10% o’clock, and
Cnief Keeper Tupper swung open the big
steel door leading to the condemngd cells,
and as the steel bars behind which Czol-
gosz had been kept were swung aside two
guards marched the prisoner ocut into the
corridor, two others following behind, and
the chief keeper walking in front. :

The guards on either side of Czolgosz
bad hold of his arms, either as if to sup- |
port him, or to keep him from making a |
demonstration. As he stepped over the
threshold -.he stumbled, but they held him
up, and as they urged him forward toward
the chalr, He stumbled again on the Lttle:
rubber-covered platform upon which the
chair rests/ His head was erect. and with

| his gray flannel! shirt turned back at the |

- l neck he looked quife

[

¢

tengely pale, and as he tried to.throw his
head back and erect his chin quivered very
erceptibly. As he was bheing seated he
ooked about at the assembled witnesses
with quite a steady stare and said:

CONDEMNED MAN’S STATEMENT. .

**I killed the President because he wa;a
an enemy of the good people—of the work-
ing people.” -

"His volce trembled slightly at first, but
gained strength with each word, and he
spoke perfect English.x

“1.am not sorry for my crime,” he sald
loudly, just as the guard pushed his head

back on the rubber headrest and drew the
strap across his forehead and chin. AS
the pressure on the straps tightened and
bound the jaw slightly he mumbled: *' ]';,m
awfully sorry I could not see my father.

It was just exactly 7:11 o’clock when he
crossed the threshold, but a minute had
elapsed and he just had finished the last
statement when the strapping was com-
pleted, and the guards stepped back from
the man.
and at 7:12:30 Electrician Davis turned the
switch that threw 1,700 volts of electricity
into the Iiving body.

The rash of the immense current threw
the body so hard against the straps that
they creaked perceptibly. The
clinched suddenly, and the whole attitude
was one of extreme tension. For forty-
five seconds the full current was_ Kept oOn,
and then slowly the electrician threw the
switch back, reducing the current volt by
volt unti] it was cut off entirely.

Then, just as it had reached that point,
he threw the lever back again for two or
three seconds. The body, which had col-
lapsed as the current was reduced, stiffened
up again against the straps. When it
was turned off again, Dr. Carlos F. Mac-
Donald stepged to the chair and put his
hand over the heart. He said he felt no
pulsation, but suggested that the current be
turned on for a few seconds again., Once
more the body became rigid. At 7:10 the
current was turned ofT for good. ' '

From the time Czolgosz had left his cell
until the full penalty was paid less than
four minutes had elapsed. The physieclana
present used. the stethoscope and other tests
to determine if any life remained, and at

T7:17 the Warden, raising his hand, an-
gougg,ed: ‘““ Gentlemen, the prisoner 1is
ead.

THE AUTOPSY PERFORMED.

The witnesses filed from the chamber,
many of them visibly affected, and the body
was taken from tHe chair and laid on the
operating table for the autopsy.

Natura!ly, almost the entire attention of
the physiclans assigned to hold the au-

topsy was directed toward discovering, if
possible, whether the assassin was in any
way mentally irresponsible. The autopsy
was conducted by Dr. Carlos F¢ Macdonald,
an expert alienist and former President of
the New York State Lunacy Commission;
Dr. Edward C. Spitzka of New York, and
Presin Physician Gerin.

The top of the head was sawed off through |

the thickest part of the skull, which was

Warden Mead raised his hand, |

g-.“.-.--“.‘|._-__---ﬂ-—-——I————-II—-l--—"'—'-"_'_"-"'---'----"_-ﬂ

boyish. He was in- |

hands '

found to be of normal thickness, and it was
the unanimous agreement of the micro-

scopical examination that the brain was

normal or slightly above normal. This dem- J

onstrated to the satisfaction of tpe physi-
cians that_in no way was Czolgosz's mental
condition, except as it might have been per-
verted, responsible for the crime. At noon
the: autopsy surgeons issued the following
brief statement:

“7The autopsy was made by Dr. Edward
C. Spitzka of New York, under the immedi-
ate supervision :and direction of Dr. Carlos.
F. afacDonald of New York and Dr. John
Gerin, prison physician. The auntopsy# oc-
cupied over three hours, and embraced a
careful examination of all the bodily or-
gans, including the brain. The examinga-
tion revealed a pertectlg healthy state of all
the organs, including the brain.

« A1l of the physicians who attended the
execution were present at the autopsy, and
al concurred in the finding of the exam-

iners. .
“ JOHN GERIN, M. D,
“ CARLOS F. MACDONALD, M. D.
“@w. A. SPITZKA.” '

A lengthy technical statement was issued
later in the day. This report related entire-
ly to the brain and was of a highly techni-
cal character. After scientifically describ-
ing to minutest detail the brain of the dead
murderer, the report concluded as follows:

“ No anomalies found, The brain in gen-
eral is well developed, sufficientl marked
with fissures, and the lobes are in normal
proportion.””

The surgeons have not yet drawn a re-
port on what the autopsy disclosed as to

“the other organs.

CZOLGOSZ'S BODY BURIED.
Following the autopsy, the body was
placed in a black stained pine coffin, every
portion of the anatomy being replaced un-

der the supervision of Dr. Gerin and War-

den Mead. Sh.grtly afterward it was taken
to thé prison cemetery, and an extraor-

dinary precaution taken to completely de-
stroy it.” A few days ago, under the War-

den's order, twelve pounds of meat was

placed in a glass Jar, and the same propor-
tion of quick lime which would be used to
consume a human body was placed in the
jar. :

It was found upon examination this morn-
ing that the meat had shown little sign of
disintegration. Warden Mead at once con-
ferred with some of the physicians present
und determined, in conjunction with Super-
intendent Collins, that the purpose of the*
law was the destruction of the body, and
.that it was not necessary to confine them-
selves to the use of quicklime. ‘

Accordiggly, a carboy of acid was ob-
tained and poured upon the body in the
coffin after it had been lowered into the
grave. Straw was used in the four cor-
ners of the grave as the earth was put in
to give vent to such gases as might form.

It is the belief of the physicians that the
body willl be entirely disintegrated within
twelve hours. During that time, and as
long as deemed necessary, a guard will be
kept over the unmarked grave.

- The clothing and personal effects of the
prisoner were burned under direction of
Warden Mead shortly after the execution.

Waldek (Czolgosz and Waldek Thomas
Bandowski, brother and brother-in-law of
the assassin, called at the prison at 2
o'clocle this afternoon. They sent word in
to Warden Mead that. they -wished to see
the body of Leon F. Czolgosz. The Warden
told them that.the body had been buried
for more than an hour, and that if they
wished he would send a guard to guide
them to the grave.

They answered that they did not care to
go to the cemetery, but that the
_anxious to arrange for the collecti of the
insurance on the life of the dead murderer
and asked that a certificate of death ba
given.to them. The Warden promised them

were -

a certificate and they departed. The in-"
surance about which they talked is sup- .

posed to be in a fraternal soclety to which
the murderer belonged. |
When the body of Gzolgosz
moved from the room where he was killed
to the autopsy table, Auburn i)rlson re-
turned to the routine of its ordinary life.
The prisoners, who had been kept locked in
their cells, were released at 7:45 o’clock,
and prison work was resumed at once.

FELLOW-CONVICTS QUIET.

There was no excitement among the con-
victs and no 'unusual scenes about ‘the

had been re- .

prison. A crowd that numbered scarcely a

hundred stood around the prison gate o
watch the witnesses enter and wait until
they reappeared. The witnesses dispersed
quie¢kly, some of them leaving for their
homes as early as 9 o’clock.
Superintendent Collins made the following
statement: ‘ Just consider that within

about six weeks from the death of his dis-
tinguished victim Czolgosz has been ex-
ecuted for his crime. He was regularly
tried, convicted, sentenced, and executed,
and despite the fact that the law compelled
us to give him four weeks to perpare for
death the time was wonderfully short ior
our system of punishing criminals. It has
all been done In a dignified way, and the
greatest credit {s. due to Warden Mead for
the care he has taken to strip the case of
sensationalism.

“ The execution was one of the most suc-
cessful ever conducted in the State. Ex-
traordinary care had to be taken in the case
because both the Warden and I received
hundreds of threatening lefters, many of
them asserting in violent and Intemperate
language that the prisoner would never be
put in the chair. I have decided for the
present that we will not destroy any of the
hundreds of letters written to Gzolgosz,
the Warden, and myself as to the case.

« wyventually they will be destroyed, but
it has struck me that perhaps we should
make a list of them, especially those letters
signed with full and proper names, in which
condolence was offered to the prisoner or
threats against us were made. My plan is
to get the addresses ¢f these people and
keep the list for poiifce reference.
that there may
list would be valuable in running down
anarchists.”

Etectrician Davis made this statement as
to the execution: I used 1,700 volts of
electricity, turning it into the body at fuil
voltage for seven seconds, and then slowlv
reducing it for forty-five seconds. Then {
threw the full voltage on again for eight
seconds. Then, at the suggestion of Dr.

_MacDonald, I turned it on again for a few

gseconds. I did not think there was any
necessity for the third contact, and the

lack of resistance shown when it was ad-
. ministered proved that, life was extinct, -

I believe
come a time when such a -

““The body showed elght- amperes of re-

gistance. 'That is a little more than would
be given by a larger or stouter man where
the curreant could
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ave more chance to per- |
\

It was as successful an execution
as I have operated at in all my experiernce,

colate.




